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the opportunity to enjoy nature. Mayor Ditslear 
was also instrumental in attracting SMC, a 
Japanese pneumatic technology company, to 
make a massive investment in the Noblesville 
community creating over 600 new jobs by lo-
cating their North American headquarters to 
the city. 

As Noblesville continued to grow and ex-
pand to new heights under Mayor Ditslear’s 
leadership, the Mayor and his team also led 
initiatives with fellow civic leaders and local 
business owners to maintain the vitality and 
attractiveness of downtown Noblesville. A 
long-time sector of commerce in the city, and 
the location of the Hamilton County Seat since 
1824, downtown Noblesville has been the epi-
center of Hamilton County since its inception. 
Working with groups such as Noblesville Main 
Street and various local businesses, Mayor 
Ditslear was able to encourage continued 
growth and revitalization of downtown 
Noblesville. Initiatives such as First Fridays, 
Jazz on the Square, and Small Business Sat-
urdays, helped to build a sense of community 
that has made downtown Noblesville the focal 
point of life in the city once again. 

By focusing on the infrastructure of the city, 
improving parks and community spaces, pro-
moting quality education, and even playing a 
role in founding the Roots of Life Community 
Church with his wife, Head Pastor Teri 
Ditslear, Mayor Ditslear has impacted his city 
as both a government official and a com-
mitted, longtime resident. 

On behalf of all Hoosiers, I thank Mayor 
Ditslear for his many years of service to the 
city and people of Noblesville, Indiana. I wish 
him, his wife and fellow civic leader, Pastor 
Teri Ditslear, and his family the best in a well- 
deserved retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, on S. 151, 
the TRACED Act, I was unable to cast my 
vote as I was giving a eulogy of a close friend 
and mayor in my district. Had I been present, 
I would have voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 647. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR JEREMY PARR 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to Major Jeremy Parr for his 
exemplary dedication to duty and service as 
an Army Congressional Fellow and Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army (Financial Management and 
Comptroller). Major Parr is transitioning from 
his current assignment to serve as a Battalion 
Operations Officer at Fort Hood, Texas. 

Hailing from Corpus Christi, Texas, Major 
Parr was commissioned as a Second Lieuten-
ant in the Signal Corps from Army ROTC in 
2007. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in In-
dustrial Distribution from Texas A&M Univer-
sity and a Master’s Degree in Legislative Af-
fairs from The George Washington University. 

Major Parr served in a broad range of as-
signments during his 12 years as an Army offi-
cer. He has served in one combat deployment 
to Iraq with Task Force 2–16 Infantry, 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division. 

I had the privilege of working with Major 
Parr, who served as a fellow in my office, 
throughout 2017 and during his succeeding 
assignment as a Congressional Budget Liai-
son for the U.S. Army. Major Parr diligently 
coordinated with Members of Congress and 
their staffs to articulate the Army’s budget po-
sitions to the Appropriations Committees. His 
professionalism, performance and commitment 
to the mission, as both a fellow and liaison, 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
military service and made a lasting impression 
on members and staff of the United States 
Congress. 

Throughout his career, Major Parr has posi-
tively impacted soldiers, peers and superiors. 
Our country has benefited from his leadership, 
judgment and passion for the Army profession. 

The foundation of Jeremy’s success is his 
family. His wife, Yulia, and his children, Josh-
ua, Evan and Alexander, are the light of his 
life. In addition, Jeremy’s parents, Debra and 
Earl, exemplify the selflessness and humility 
that characterize the families of all of our serv-
ice members. 

Madam Speaker, it has been a genuine 
pleasure to have worked with Major Jeremy 
Parr since the first session of the 115th Con-
gress. It is with great appreciation that I recog-
nize and commend Jeremy for service to our 
country and wish him all the best as he con-
tinues his service in the United States Army. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LOBOSCO 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. MIKIE SHERRILL 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Ms. SHERRILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor and recognize the history of the 
Lobosco Association, which will celebrate the 
60th Lobosco Association Christmas Party on 
December 8, 2019 in Fredon, New Jersey. 
Four generations will gather to celebrate the 
strength of their family. They remain bound by 
the ideals of the first Loboscos who immi-
grated to this great nation and, through their 
sacrifices, enabled their descendants to attain 
the American Dream. 

The Association has helped the Loboscos 
support one another, gather together, and 
strengthen the bonds of family. Family has 
been a constant throughout the years. The As-
sociation’s dedication to Italian-American his-
tory and culture has kept its members deeply- 
rooted to their shared ties and able to con-
tinue growing towards the future. 

The Association began on April 28, 1957, 
when the descendants of Michele and 
Vincenza Lobosco first organized the group. 
They formed the Lobosco Association to 
strengthen the bonds of family and lend sup-
port to one another. The family’s journey to 
Paterson, New Jersey, began with the early 
death of the family’s patriarch, Michele. From 
their humble beginnings in Sala Consilina, 
Italy, seven of the ten surviving children came 
to Paterson to establish new roots and provide 
their children with greater opportunities. An-

gelo came in 1912 at age 19, followed by 
Rosario, Michele, Luigi, Giuseppina, Attilio, 
and Emilio. They overcame language barriers 
and limited resources in a country that consid-
ered them foreigners. Their family cohesion, 
drive, and determination helped them to per-
severe and lay a foundation for a prosperous 
future for their descendants. As the family 
grew, the Association was formed to help 
maintain the close ties they shared. 

To keep the family together, the Association 
has organized various festivities, picnics, and 
trips, the most enduring of which is now the 
annual Christmas Party. Since the first one on 
December 21, 1958, the Lobosco Association 
Christmas Party has been an opportunity for 
generations of Lobosco family members to 
share in the joy of the season and family com-
pany. For 60 years, the descendants of 
Michele and Vincenza have continued the tra-
dition of a Christmas Party to instill in younger 
generations an appreciation for the meaning of 
family. They come to connect with seldom- 
seen family members, meet new ones, cele-
brate their heritage, instill pride, and keep the 
family spirit alive. 

As Members of Congress, we have the 
deeply rewarding opportunity to learn about 
and recognize groups like the Lobosco Asso-
ciation. They represent great American stories. 
Their contributions have strengthened this 
country for many years and will continue to 
strengthen it for many years to come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in this 
chamber to join me in recognizing the mem-
bers and friends of the Lobosco Association 
and wishing them a joyous 60th Lobosco As-
sociation Christmas Party this holiday season. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
JERRY BROWN 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of an esteemed 
leader in Contra Costa, Jerry Brown. 

After a decade of leadership at the Contra 
Costa Water District (CCWD) where he served 
the people of our county, Jerry will be leaving 
at the end of the year. His 18 years at CCWD 
were supported by his strong educational 
background in mechanical engineering, civil 
engineering, and business administration. 
Prior to joining us in the Bay Area, Jerry start-
ed his career with the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Water and Power. 

During his tenure with CCWD, Jerry held 
various leadership positions and was ap-
pointed General Manager in September 2010. 
Throughout his career, he has worked in the 
water planning industry to ensure the proper 
management of water system facilities and se-
cure water quality and supply to the public. 

Jerry has influenced state and federal water 
policy through his participation on various 
boards and committees such as the Bay Area 
Council, the Association of Metropolitan Water 
Agencies, and the California Urban Water 
Agencies. Above all, Jerry has placed his 
focus on customer service. Some of his nota-
ble achievements during his time with CCWD 
include constructing resilient and climate- 
adapted facilities and cultivating a strong safe-
ty culture within the organization. 
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Jerry has been a strong partner and advo-

cate for the needs of the Delta, and I have en-
joyed our working relationship. Please join me 
in congratulating Jerry for his dedicated serv-
ice, and in wishing him luck in his future en-
deavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably absent on Tuesday, December 
3rd, and Wednesday, December 4th. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 643, on passage of 
H. Res. 546, disapproving the Russian Fed-
eration inclusion in future Group of Seven 
summits until it respects the territorial integrity 
of its neighbors and adheres to the standards 
of democratic societies, if I had been present, 
I would have voted YES. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 644, on passage of 
S. 178, the Uighur Intervention and Global Hu-
manitarian Unified Response Act (UIGHUR 
Act), if I had been present, I would have voted 
YES 

On Roll Call Vote No. 645, on ordering the 
Previous Question to H. Res. 739, if I had 
been present, I would have voted YES. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 646, on passage of 
H. Res. 739, the rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 2534, the Insider Trading Prohi-
bition Act, if I had been present, I would have 
voted YES. 

On Roll Call Vote No. 647, on passage of 
S. 151, the Pallone-Thune Telephone 
Robocall Abuse Criminal Enforcement and De-
terrence Act, if I had been present, I would 
have voted YES. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF FRANCES BARBER 
MCCOMMONS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 100th birthday of Frances 
Barber McCommons from the City of Ana-
heim, California. 

Born on November 10, 1919 in McCrory, Ar-
kansas, Frances has lived a rich and blessed 
life filled with raising her five children and 
serving others in her neighborhood and at her 
church where she was a Sunday School 
teacher of 4- and 5-year-olds for more than 50 
years. 

Frances spent her childhood in Arkansas as 
the eldest of seven children. She graduated at 
16 as class salutatorian. At 18, Frances mar-
ried her childhood sweetheart, J.R. 
McCommons, and started life as a farmer’s 
wife. Frances, J.R., and their first four children 
were honored in 1949 as ‘‘The Farm Family of 
the Year for Woodruff County.’’ Frances and 
J.R. were married 58 years and were true life 
partners. 

In 1955, the family moved to California, set-
tling in Anaheim, where they lived in a neigh-
borhood in East Anaheim surrounded by or-

ange groves. It was here that they had an-
other child. All five of their children would later 
attend and graduate from Anaheim High 
School. 

Frances and J.R. were lay leaders in the 
Orange County Southern Baptist Association 
and helped start two churches: Crescent 
Southern Baptist Church in Anaheim and Lin-
coln Avenue Baptist Church in Orange. 

In 1966, Frances and J.R.’s son, Michael 
McCommons, was killed in Vietnam while 
serving in the United States Army. He was 
posthumously awarded The Bronze Star with 
the V Device for Valor and Heroism in Combat 
and The Purple Heart. As a Gold Star Mother, 
Frances served veterans’ organizations and 
worked with other Gold Star Mothers to sup-
port veterans and families of those who were 
killed in service to their county. 

For many years, Frances’s personal ministry 
was encouraging and celebrating others’ 
achievements, birthdays, and other life events 
through personal notes, cards, and letters. 
Frances remained involved in the lives of the 
children she taught in Sunday School and 
continued to celebrate their lives with them 
through adulthood. 

Her life revolves around her immediate fam-
ily and her large extended family, including 
eight grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children. She is still an avid reader and re-
mains interested in current events and the 
news. As someone whose livelihood was once 
dependent on the farm, Frances still loves 
watching the changes in the weather. 

Please join me in wishing my constituent, 
Frances Barber McCommons, a happy 100th 
birthday and many more years of good health 
and happiness. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BANK 
MERGER REVIEW MODERNIZA-
TION ACT 

HON. JESÚS G. ‘‘CHUY’’ GARCÍA 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to support the Bank Merger Review 
Modernization Act. 

When big banks get bigger, consumers and 
taxpayers usually end up losing. 

Unprecedented concentration in the banking 
sector is hurting consumers, who pay more for 
critical financial services when their banks are 
merged out of existence. Since the 1980s, 
consolidation has swept the banking industry, 
with the number of FDIC-insured banks in the 
United States dropping from more than 15,000 
in 1984 to less than 5,000 in 2018. Numerous 
studies have shown that bank mergers are as-
sociated with higher costs of credit, reductions 
in lending, and decreases in small business 
formation and local property prices. 

Concentration in the banking sector also 
poses risks to financial stability. A wave of 
bank mergers by Bank of America, Citigroup, 
JPMorgan, and Wells Fargo in the late 1990s 
created the ‘‘too-big-to-fail’’ banks that became 
so central to the 2008 financial crisis. 

Rather than scrutinizing the considerable 
risks that bank mergers pose, the regulatory 
agencies tasked with reviewing these mergers 
have increasingly ‘‘rubber stamped’’ them. 
Bank merger approval rates are at historic 
highs. 

Last month, the Federal Reserve and FDIC 
approved the largest merger since the crash 
when they gave the green light to the merger 
between BB&T and SunTrust. 

I am concerned that the reviewing agencies 
are not giving adequate attention to the sys-
temic risks that these giant megabanks pose. 
I am also concerned that the considerable 
harms to consumers are not being considered 
when mergers are reviewed. The Bank Merger 
Review Modernization Act strengthens the 
bank merger review process to give the CFPB 
and consumers a voice, and to require that 
the systemic costs of too big to fail institutions 
are taken into full account. 

I urge this body to curb the creation of too 
big to fail banks and pass this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRISTOPHER FOSS 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the dutiful work of 
my constituent, Dublin City Manager Chris-
topher Foss, on the occasion of his retirement 
after nearly 40 years of service in local gov-
ernment. 

Chris began his career in local government 
as a deputy city manager for Burbank, Cali-
fornia, where he eventually served as the eco-
nomic development director. In these roles, he 
enriched Burbank’s economy and local busi-
ness environment. 

In 1999, Chris began serving as the eco-
nomic development director for my hometown 
of Dublin. He implemented a variety of eco-
nomic development programs to bolster and 
retain the business community. Under Chris, 
Dublin’s economy flourished, and his work has 
had a lasting impact on the economic endur-
ance and vitality of the Tri-Valley. 

Chris served five years as assistant city 
manager before being promoted to city man-
ager in 2014. His five-and-a-half-year tenure 
as city manager can be characterized by his 
superb relationship building, sound fiscal prac-
tices, and collaborative leadership style. 

Under Chris’ leadership, Dublin vastly ex-
panded its network of parks, constructed a 
new affordable housing project as well as key 
commercial projects, and increased its foot-
print in the medical and biotech communities. 

Our community also has Chris to thank for 
the construction of several community facili-
ties. One such example is the School of 
Imagination, to serve children with special 
needs. The influx of new jobs and services 
through these projects supports the sustain-
ability of economic progress in our community. 

Chris draws support from his amazing fam-
ily. That network includes his loving wife Lisa, 
son Jordan, daughter-in-law Lizzie, and grand-
son Henry. 

I want to thank Chris for the contributions he 
has made to the communities he has served, 
especially Dublin. His passionate leadership 
and enduring commitment to our community 
are very much appreciated. 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

December 5, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1545
December 5, 2019, on page E1545, the following appeared: Mr. SWALWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the dutiful work of my constituent, Dublin City Manager Christopher Foss, on the occasion of his retirement after nearly 40 years of service in local government.The online version has been corrected to read: Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the dutiful work of my constituent, Dublin City Manager Christopher Foss, on the occasion of his retirement after nearly 40 years of service in local government.
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